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1. How did you feel about the story being told as a graphic novel? How might it have been 
different as a traditional novel? 

2. What did you think about the time travel element to the book? Did you expect it going 
into the book?  

3. Do you think Jack’s actions were moral or defensible? 
4. If you were in Jack’s shoes, what would you do? 
5. How did you like the art and storytelling compared with other graphic novels you’ve 

read?  
6. With graphic novels being more of a medium than a genre, what genres do you think this 

story fits with? 
7. It’s been optioned as a movie...how do you think it would translate? Who would you like 

to see play the characters? 
 
Read-a-like: Acme Novelty Library #20 by Chris Ware 
 
“Jordan Wellington Lint, fifty-one, is chief executive officer of Lint Financial Products, a company he 

began serving in 1985 as assistant and adviser before working his way up its corporate ladder to 

record-setting innovation in the fields of finance and high-yield investment. In his seven years as the 

head of Lint, Jordan has grown the company from a business lender and real estate speculator to a 

leading provider of network financial infrastructure services, all the while positioning Lint as a model 

of corporate integrity and high-yield, low-risk product. Lint’s vision has made him one of the most 

influential and widely sought-after leaders in the complex Omaha securities industry, and his fresh 

approach to an understanding of local problems, leadership, and determination have enabled Lint to 

outdistance and outpace its competitors. 

 

Lint graduated from UNL in 1981 with a B.A. in business and briefly studied music and recording in 

Los Angeles before returning to his hometown of Omaha, Nebraska, where he has continued his life 

journey ever since. In his ongoing role as chief executive officer and his dual roles as public servant 

and father, Lint continues to put his creative leadership and vision to work in a variety of challenging 

settings. He is married and the father of two boys. “ - From Goodreads 
 
Read-a-like: Killing and Dying by Adrian Tomine 
 
“Killing and Dying is a stunning showcase of the possibilities of the graphic novel medium and a wry 

exploration of loss, creative ambition, identity, and family dynamics. With this work, Adrian Tomine 

(Shortcomings, Scenes from an Impending Marriage) reaffirms his place not only as one of the most 

significant creators of contemporary comics but as one of the great voices of modern American 

literature. His gift for capturing emotion and intellect resonates here: the weight of love and its 

absence, the pride and disappointment of family, the anxiety and hopefulness of being alive in the 

twenty-first century. 

 

“Amber Sweet” shows the disastrous impact of mistaken identity in a hyper-connected world; “A 

Brief History of the Art Form Known as Hortisculpture” details the invention and destruction of a 

vital new art form in short comic strips; “Translated, from the Japanese” is a lush, full-color display 
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of storytelling through still images; the title story, “Killing and Dying”, centers on parenthood, 

mortality, and stand-up comedy. In six interconnected, darkly funny stories, Tomine forms a quietly 

moving portrait of contemporary life. 

 

Tomine is a master of the small gesture, equally deft at signaling emotion via a subtle change of 

expression or writ large across landscapes illustrated in full color. Killing and Dying is a fraught, 

realist masterpiece.” -From Goodreads 
 
Read-a-like: My Dirty Dumb Eyes by Lisa Hanawalt 
 
“My Dirty Dumb Eyes introduces Lisa Hanawalt as a first-rank cartoonist/humorist/stalker for an 

audience that likes its humor idiosyncratic, at times anthropomorphic or scatological, often 

uncomfortable, and always sharp witted. Her world vision is intricately rendered in a full spectrum of 

color, unapologetically gorgeous and intensely bizarre.  With movie reviews, tips for her readers, 

laugh-out-loud lists and short pieces such as “Rumors I’ve Heard About Anna Wintour,” and “The 

Secret Lives of Chefs,”  Hanawalt’s comedy shines, making the quotidian silly and surreal, flatulent 

and facetious. 

 

Hanawalt’s comics have appeared in the Hairpin, VanityFair.com, the New York Times, and the 

Believer. She lives in Brooklyn with a dog and a comedian.” -From Goodreads 


